DIOCESE OF WATERFORD AND LISMORE  LITURGY COMMISSION

COMMISSIONING MINISTERS OF THE WORD
(Option A)
Most appropriately this should take place during a Mass attended by the people and at a time when the Ministers will exercise their function.  It may be celebrated outside Mass.  It is most appropriate at the end of a day of preparation of Ministers.
The Homily should explain the place of the Word of God in the liturgy and the importance of proclaiming it well.  After the Homily, those to be commissioned as parish Readers are presented to the people in these or similar words:-


Dear Friends in Christ,

Our brothers and sisters N and N are to be given the great privilege of proclaiming God’s Word in the Assembly.  Through them, God will speak to his people of the salvation and redemption won for them by the Lord Jesus, so that, nourished by this word, the people will grow in the love and the knowledge of God.
(The celebrant pauses and then addresses the candidates)

You have been called to proclaim the word of God in the 

assembled community of God’s people and in so doing you

are sharing in the Church’s mission to preach the Good News

to all peoples.  May God’s word be living and active in your lives,

that you may worship the living God in spirit and in truth.

In proclaiming God’s word to others, accept it yourself

in obedience to the Holy Spirit.  Meditate on it constantly,

so that each day you will have a deeper love for the Scriptures

and in all you say and do, show forth to the world

our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

After the address, the candidates stand before the celebrant who asks them these questions:-

Are you willing to become a Minister of the Word and to proclaim God’s word to the people assembled in this Church?  (I am)
Are you willing to prepare each proclaiming of God’s word by study and prayer?  (I am)
The celebrant then hands a Bible to a representative of the (or to all the readers) and prays:
Let us pray to God our loving Father and ask him to bless our brothers and sisters chosen to proclaim His Word:
God our Father, you have given our brothers and sisters

faith in you and in your living word.  We ask you to help

them grow in that faith as they mediate on your word, so
that they may worthily proclaim the word to the assembly

and by the manner of their lives.

(Option B)
THE COMMISSIONING OF PARISH MINISTERS OF THE WORD
Most appropriately this should take place during a Mass attended by the people and at a

time when the Ministers will exercise their function.  It may be celebrated outside Mass.
The Homily should explain the place of the Word of God in the liturgy and the importance of proclaiming it well.

I present to you NN, NN, NN, NN, NN, to be appointed as

Ministers of the Word in this Parish of……………………

As their names are called, the Readers stand and if appropriate come forward.

The Priests says:-

By prayer, study and practice, the faithful here presented have

prepared and shown themselves able to proclaim the Word of God

in a worthy manner in this Church/in their Parish Churches.

The Priest asks the candidates:-

My dear friends, when requested

Are you willing to proclaim the Word of God during

Mass and other Services?

The Candidates answer all together:-

I am.

The Priest addresses them:-

During the mass the reading of the Gospel is so
important a proclamation that it is reserved to the

Deacon or Priest.  But all Scripture is the Word

of God to be received with joy by the people.  To

read Scripture to the people is a responsible and

important task for it is the Word of God that is being

announced to the people who must her this Word clearly

so that they may grow in the knowledge and love of

God and His Word.

Let us pray (pause)

God our Father, give physical health and strength

To these members of the congregation that they

May clearly announce your words.  Give them

Knowledge and understanding that they may read

with intelligence;  and, by the power of the

Holy Spirit, make them devout in their use of the

Bible that the Word of God may be esteemed by all.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Priest may then hand a book of the Scriptures to the Readers and if he does so, he says to them:-
Make the Scriptures your constant study so that
You may be well prepared to proclaim them

When asked to do so.

RITE OF COMMISSIONING SPECIAL MINISTERS

OF THE EUCHARIST
1. Persons authorised to distribute Holy Communion in special circumstances should be commissioned according to the following rite.  The rite should take place in the presence of the people during Mass or outside Mass.

During Mass

2. In the homily the celebrant first explains the reason for this ministry and then presents to the people those chosen to serve as special ministers using these or similar words:

Dear Friends in Christ

Our brothers and sisters N. and N. are to be entrusted with administering the Eucharist, with taking communion to the sick, and with giving it as viaticum to the dying.

(The celebrant pauses and then addresses the candidates)

In this ministry, you must be examples of Christian living in faith and conduct; you must strive in holiness through this sacrament of unity and love.  Remember that, though many, we are one body because we share the one bread and one cup.

As ministers of Holy Communion be, therefore, especially observant of the Lord’s command to love your neighbour.  For when he gave his body as food to his disciples, he said to them:  “This is my commandment, that you should love one another as I have loved you.”

3. After the address the candidates stand before the celebrant who asks them these questions:

Are you resolved to undertake the office of giving the body and blood of the Lord to your brothers and sisters, and so serve to build up the Church?

(R)
I am.



Are you resolved to administer the Holy Eucharist with the utmost care and reverence?

(R)
I am.

4. All stand.  The candidates kneel and the celebrant invites the faithful to pray.

Dear Friends in Christ

Let us pray with confidence to the Father;  let us ask him to bestow his blessings on our brothers and sisters, chosen to be ministers of the Eucharist:

(Pause for silent prayer.  The celebrant then continues:)

Merciful Father
creator and guide of your family,

bless       our brothers and sisters N. and N.

May they faithfully give the bread of life

to your people.
Strengthened by this sacrament,

may they come at last to the banquet of heaven.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

(R)
Amen.
5. The general intercessions should include an intention for the newly-commissioned ministers.


6. In the procession at the presentation of the gifts, the newly-commissioned ministers carry the vessels with the bread and wine, and at communion may receive the Eucharist under both kinds.

Outside Mass

7. When the people are assembled an appropriate song is sung.  The celebrant greets the people.  There normally follows a short liturgy of the Word.  The readings and chants are taken either in whole or in part from the liturgy of the day or those given in Texts for the Rite Outside Mass.
8. The rite continues as above, Nos. 2-5.


9. Finally the celebrant blesses the people and dismisses them in the usual way.  The rite concludes with an appropriate song.


RITE OF COMMISSIONING A SPECIAL MINISTER TO

DISTRIBUTE HOLY COMMUNION ON A SINGLE OCCASION

10. A person who, in a case of real necessity, is authorised to distribute Holy Communion on a single occasion should normally be commissioned according to the following rite.


11. During the breaking of the bread and the commingling, the person who is to distribute Holy Communion comes to the altar and stands before the celebrant.  After the “Lamb of God” the priest blesses him/her with these words:
Today you are to distribute

The body and blood of Christ

To your brothers and sisters.

May the Lord bless † you, N.

(R) Amen.
12. When the priest has himself received communion in the usual way, he gives communion to the minister of the Eucharist.  Then he gives him/her the paten or other vessel with the hosts.  They then go to give communion to the people.

RITE OF RENEWAL OF COMMITMENT

BY SPEICAL MINISTERS OF COMMUNION

All Special Ministers should renew their commitment on Holy Thursday each year at the Mass of the Lord’s Supper before the Priests and People of their Parish.  If desired, this renewal could take place during Mass on the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ.

The Renewal takes place after the Agnus Dei.  During the Agnus Dei, all the Special Ministers of the Parish enter the Sanctuary and stand near the Altar.

The Parish Priest addresses them:

Priest:
Are you resolved to continue to undertake the office of Special Minister of Communion for the service and growth of the Chruch?

Ministers:
I am.
Priest:
Are you resolved to continue to strive more earnestly than ever to live the Christian life, to give good example, and to take yoru faith more seriously?

Ministers:
I am.

The Special Ministers then kneel.  The Priest continues:

Priest:
Dear friends

let us pray with confidence to the Father.

Let us ask Him to continue to bestow


His blessings on our brothers and sisters


who have been commissioned as


Ministers of the Eucharist.

Pause for silent prayer.  The Priests continues:

Priest:
Merciful Father,


Creator and guide of your family

Bless † our brothers and sisters.
May they faithfully continue to give
The bread of life to your people.

Strengthened by this Sacrament,

May they come at last tot eh banquet of Heaven.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:
Amen.

Priest:
You are authorised to continue to assist the Priest(s)

and people of this parish in the distribution of

Holy Communion.

During the coming year you must attend a Day of Prayer

and next year at the Mass of the Lord’s Supper

on this holy day, you will be asked once more to

renew your commitment before the priests and people

of the parish.

The Special Ministers required to assist in distribution of Holy Communion remain on the sanctuary, and the others return to their places.

