The 42nd annual summer school of the Irish Church Music Association took place at Maynooth College, Monday 4th to Friday 8th July 2011.  The theme this year was ‘The Mystery of Faith’ and looked towards the new Missal and the International Eucharistic Congress  in June 2012. 

Opening the summer school, Bishop Brendan Kelly recalled his attendance at the 7th summer school held in Galway and reminded us of the foundation of the Association in 1969 and the first summer school the following year.    The opening also included the launch of Sing the Mass, a new anthology of Mass settings for the texts of the new edition of the Missal.  Launching the new resource, Bishop Kelly quotes the Constitution on the Liturgy of the Second Vatican Council: “Sacred music will be the more holy the more closely it is joined to the liturgical rite, whether by adding delight to prayer, fostering oneness of spirit, or investing the rites with greater solemnity."   He remarked that this was what the anthology offered.   

The new mass settings were used for each of the Masses during the summer school, and these gave an insight to the changes that will happen officially from the first Sunday of Advent this year.  Using the settings was helpful, and choir leaders found that going back to their parish to introduce this new music would not be such a huge task as they had originally thought.   The wide variety of music made available to us for all aspects of the Liturgy in the tutorial books was excellent.  Many composers work was used, and it was great to see so many Irish names among that list!!  Whether you had a large parish choir, or a small choir, a choir with guitar’s and other instruments, or an organ accompaniment, the music provided was suitable for all.   
The summer school is not just about church music, but also the Liturgy. Before the singing began each morning, Paddy Jones and Liam Tracey provided helpful Liturgical inputs.  
The guest director was Órla Barry was back to the summer school for the fourth time.  Orla is founder and director of Cantando, a chamber choir formed to explore the choral repertoire from Renaissance madrigals to contemporary works.  Orla was director of the Palestrina Choir at the Pro-Cathedral in Dublin from 1996 to 2001.  She is a graduate of UCD and the University of Cincinnati, Ohio, where she studied conducting.  She is head of music at St Raphaela’s Secondary School, Kilmacud, Dublin.


The usual range of tutorials that are part of the summer school took place :  parish and contemporary music (Liam Lawton and Chris de Silva), choral direction/conducting (Dominic Finn), cantor training (Sarah Waldron), liturgical composition (Edward Holden), organ (Eoin Tierney, Regina Deacy, Eanna McKenna and David Connolly), special choir (Órla Barry), schools (Monica Brown), chant (Giovanna Feeley), music by Irish composers for the new Missal translation (John O’Keeffe and Paul Kenny).  The wide range of tutorials available ensured that there was something for everyone each day.  
Continuous formation is important in any ministry, and the Church music summer school should be an important highlight for anyone in music ministry.    During the week, you obtain new material, make new friends, have fun, and above all, praise and worship God together in a Spirit of unity through music.  If you have never been to the church music summer school, make it a date for next year in Maynooth – 2nd to 6th July 2012. 
